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OF JOB. 





Job so notorious for his pati 
S patience 
dwelt in the land of Uz ‘usi 
z,or in the Ausitis, i $ 
dom, not far from Bozra. Many have lg ma 
—— of commentators concerning his snpaetaie 
and the place of his abode. At the end of ihe Greek 


and Arnabin engiac af Inh an.1:- « 
gate, we read these'words, and they are there said to 
ve taken from the Syriacs; viz. ‘‘Jobdwelt in the 
Ausitts upon the confines of Idumea and Arabia; his 
name at first was Jobab. He married an Arabian 
woman, by whom he had ason called Ennon. Ze- 
rah was Job’s father, who wasof the posterity of E- 
sau, and a native of Bozra, so that he was the fifth 
from Abraham. Job reigued in Edom; and the 
kings before and afterhim reigned in this order.— 
Balak the son of Beor in the city of Dinbabah; after 
him Job otherwise called Jobab, Job was succeeded 
by Husham prince of Teman. After him reigned 
Hadad the soa of Bedad, who defeated the Median- 
ites in the fields of Moab. The name of his city was 
Arith. Job’s friends, who came to visit him were 
Eliphaz of the posterity of Esau, and king of Teman. 
Bildad king of the Shuhites, and Zophar king of the 
Naamathites. This is the most ancient account we 
have of Job’s gencalogy. Aristeus, Philo and Poli- 
histor acknowledge this genealogy to be irue; the 
old Greek and Latin fathers did the same, and cited 
this addition, and Theodotion has preserved it in his 
translation of the book of Job. We see no good rea- 
son fur rcjectiag, thi- «--4tinn. wrhinh - fethe ~—- 

bably, from the Jews, and was reccived by the primn- 
itive fathers. In tracing it, we find Job to have been 


contemporary with Moses. 


Abraham. 
Isaac. 
eQG-=-—_"___ rN 
Jacob. Esau. Contemporarics. 
Levi. Reuel. do. 
Amram. Zerab. do. 
Mosts Job. Anno Mundi 2433. 


i Chron. i. 35, 44 verses. ’ ; 

Job was a man of great probity, virtue and reli- 
gion, and he was possessed of very great riches, which 
consisted in cattle and slaves; whereof at that time, 
the wealth even of princes chiefly consisted, especial- 
iv in Arabia and Edom. His family was numerous; 
having seven sons and three daughters. Lasily, he 
was in great repute amovt all the eastern people and 
those who dwelt on both sides the Euphrates. His 
sons by turns made entertainments for each other, 
and when they had gone through the circle of their 
days of feasting, Job sent to them, purified them and 
offered burnt offerings for each of them, to the end 
that God might pardon them if they had committed 
any faults against him. Job for himself, tells us, 
that he was vastly averse not only to injustice, idoi- 
atry, fraud, adultery, (Chap. KXix. 7. KXXl. 7 but 
that he avoided evil thoughts, and dangerous ooks, 
and that he made a covenant with his eyes not ‘o look 
uponawoman, (Chap. xxxi. 9.) that he was naturally 
compassionate to the poor,that he was a father to the 
orphan, protector to the widow, a guide to the blind 
and a support to the lame. Job. xxix. 13, 14, 15, 16. 





piety and virtue, ' 


Now there wa: ‘ — 
| messengers or oa ha nang the suns of God, or the 
before the Lord and Sat ‘o Present themselves 
: a0 appeared . 
The Lord asked Satan wh ng with them.— 
his way ofliving. Satan ether he observed Job and 
son to fear and trust the “ar pare one Job had rea- 
thy hand now and touch all that Shoo aoe a 
curse thee to thy face. God permitted Satan ta 
tempt Job, and gave him power over all that he had, 
but forbad him to touch his person. Satan made use 
of the permission which was given him, and be 
with Job’s oxen. A cumpaoy of Sabeans a —m 
. = , & peuple 
of Arabia, fell upon Job’s husbandmen, put them to 
sword and carried away all the oxen. One servant 
oaly escaped to carry the tidings. Another came 
and said, tuat fire from heaven had fallen upon the 
sheep and those that kept them; another Rens and 
ste sacl ord Any dong bye 
While this oo iron wee “— perce mca np 
pas gpa s reciting his story, another came 
d said, thy sons and thy daughters were eating and 
drinking in their elder brother’s. house, and that a 
violent wind had blown it down, and that his children 
were dead. ‘These terrible disasters coming in such 
thick succession, that it aroused Job, that he rent his 
clothes, shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground and said, naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb and naked shall I return thither; the Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
Satan once more presenting himself before the 
Lord, obtaiaed permission to afflict Job’s body, but 
not tofouch his life. Satan smote Job with sore biles 
frum head to foot, and Job sat upon a dang hill and 
scraped himself with a potsherd. Job’s wife, like- 
wise. added to the calamity of her husband by her 
hard speeches. Dost thou, still retain thine integri- 
ty? curse God and die, 
In all this Job sinned not nor changed God foolisla- 
ly. Thus far we have seen the pedigree, the charac- 
ter, the riches, family and misfortunes of Job.— 
We must remember that Job was a descendant of 
Esau, who sold his birthright for a mess of potage. 
Thus, in Job, wd see one of the greatest instauces 
of piety, recorded in the bible, thongh he was a de- 
scendant of him who sold his birthright and lost the 
blessing. Had the birth-right, which Esau sold, and 
the blessing, which he lost, been of a spiritual nature 
(i. e. had they respected grace and salvation,) and 
had Esau’s conduct involved his posterity in the same 
calamity (as it surely did in the sense in which it i9 
to be understood) then we never should have heard 
of such a man as Job from Esau’s line, nor could his 
posterity ever be saved. It is, therefore, a matter 
of surprise and astonishment, that so many of our 
orthodox divines should gravely teach, that Esau sold 
his title to the blessing of eterna: life; and that he, 
with his posterity, consequently, lost eternal life im 
losing the blessing. Whereas, the birth-right was 
nothing more than the temporal privileges of an el- 
der son; and the blessing comprehended no more 
than the spiritual privileges of the law, with that of 





| being the progenitor of Christ according to the es» 
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1] sermon was delivered on the evening o! 





Now.- all these a be an 
nd his posterity: because : 
er tine aad aa his descendants the erro kw 
visible people of God. Esau, though the e! od <a 
ther, in this was rejected ; and Jacob, a i : 
younger, was called here to. Thus pews ° - 
‘loved and Esau hated.” Hence we come to t “em : 
conclusion, that although he sold his birth-right “ 
lost the blessing, yet this was not core ages wi : 
the salvation of both himself and his posterity. - euc ; 
Job, as a descendant of Esau, 1s an exaniple . se 
grace, and a proof, at sem who is now inhe 
iti » blessing of eternal life. 
gy Pace oe pantie is made of Job by the — 
ekiel, xiv. 14. Though these three men were 1 
their own souls by their rigntéousnéss, Sdicirtiie LONI 
God. James v. 11. Ye have heard of the patience 
of Job and have seen the end of the Lord, that the 
Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy. ‘That Job 
was encompassed about with infirmities is not to be 
disputed. Opening bis mouth and cursing his day, 
was unquestionably a fault, and shewed the weak- 
ness of human nature. Yet he was justly entitled to 
the character of a perfect man, which was given him 
by God in his discourse with Satan. Hast thou con- | 
sidered by servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man ? &. Job 
i. 8. It may seem to bea paradox, how Job should 
be a perfect man, and yet be eacorpassed about with 
infirmities or imperfections. It is certain that no 
man was ever perfectly free from sinful inclinations 
and a liability to commit sin. Job was not perfect in 
this sense. No man was ever so perfect that he could 
not sin. It is impossible for God to lie or do iniquity ; 
but Job was not perfect in this sense, because he 
did sin in cursing his day. ‘The character of a per- 
fect man, given to Job was before le was tried, 
while in prosperity and io peace. Afterwards, when 
hidden before, became Visibie. “ttt what Wal FESS 
perfection, or in what did it consist? Ans. It was 
a sincere and upright intention and desire to know | 
his duty and do it. 
moral and religious duties respecting both God and 
man, which lie sinccrely and conscientiously observ- 





d were forfeited to Esau | we 
Christ did not come iD| the 10th ult. 


THE MONITOR, 


- ot love..—_Proverbs. 
“ Open rebuke is better than secret love. Proverbs, 


Add to this the whole sum of | 























CHRISTIAN CHARITY. — 
Many accusations are brought against this 
paper by its enemies, among which one is de- 
serving of particular notice. It is accused of 
being uncharitable, and severe In its remarks 
upon the doctrines and practices of others. We 


plead not guilty to the charge, and demand ot 
ar aaancare eame. proof of its truth. Wherein 
have we been nucharitabier 11 we have veen 


guilty of any outrage of that kind, it can be 
pointed out : Our columns are open to the world. 
Limitarians, put your finger upon the place 
which partakes of uncharitableness. 

But let us inquire farther. Wherein have we 
been severe ? Alas, the truth has been told, 
without fear or the hope of reward! Hypocrisy 
has been exposed; lies have been detected ; 
spiritual pride has been held up to public de- 
testation, and error has been refuted! This is 
no doubt the substance of our transgression ; and 
because we have dared to de thus, we are snarl- 
ed at by bigots, and despised by the votaries of 
hypocrisy ! Be itso. Our duty is made plain 
before us, and in defiance of the unsupported 
complaints of the wounded, we shall pursue it 
with unabated resolution till we hear with our 
ears, see with our eyes, and understand with 
our hearts, that the BeAsT is no more! Have 


-- @alealiy arenueed aur naighhar ? Then why 


has he not openly rebuked us, as Ireely as we 
have expressed our own feelings ?- Why if that 
be the case, have not those who have felt them- 
selves injured, proclaimed the wrong we have 








ed. He was devout towards God, and just to all 
mankind. He was eyes tothe bliad, and feet to the | 
lame : he was charitable to the poor, and the widow 
and fatherless in him found mercy. In fine, his char- 
acter was irreproachable by man, so.that he was the 
admiration and praise of all his numerous’ acquaint- 
ance. Here was Jub’s perfection, and God spake of 
these things as that in which the perfection of Job 
consisted ; but at the same time, he was liable to sin, 
todiscover weakness and infirmities ina trying and 
evil time. 
REMARKS. 

_ Let the history of Job, the descendant of Esau, 
inspire us with charity and hope respecting those, 
who are destitute of the privileges we enjoy. The 
salvation of man (I mean of all men) is not imconsis- 
ten! with any declaration which God has made, and 


although some enjoy greater privileges in this life the hypocrite. 


done them “ cn the house top,” instead of ut- 
tering their complaints like the bird of murky 
midnight in some secluded. nook or corner ot 
the ragged ruins of pretended orthodoxy ? In 
love, iw charity, in meekness, in the feaf of hea- 
ven we say once for all, we are ready to be cor- 
rected if we have done aught in a bad spirit.— 
But no; we may content ourselves with the 
half uttered complaints of our opposers. They 
will never openly point out the impropriety of 
our course, they know better. 

Yur friends and patrons may also think us 
too free with our remarks; but brethren, and 
sisters, and friends, this paper is not designed 
to pamper pride, flatter the bigot, nor please 
Our object is truth; and _hav- 


than others; althéugh Esau be rejected as to privi- | ing a good hope “we use great plainness of 
leges gene _ be deprived of the dew of heaven for | speech.” We love the men we chastise, and 
@ ume, and Jacob be permitted to enjoy them ; yet | ardently pray for their deliverance from error 


the time will come when al! who have sat in darkness 
and in the region and shadow of death will see the 
glorious light of the gospel, and hear its joyful sound. 
Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, bond’ and free, 
male and female shail be one in Christ.—Eprror. 





and sin, but we hate their errors and feel it our 
duty to expose them. 


We fear that many who profess to have been 


made free by the gospel and who profess to be- 


ieve in the impartial grace of God are too anx- 





The Rev. William Morse has left the second | ious to please the world: We fear that many 
Upiversalist Church in Philadelphia. His fare- | from motives of worldly policy, refrain from 
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speaking their real sentiments. But God forbid. 
that we should keep back our howest feelings LIFE OF T 
ye 7 No, let us live , 
4et not hypocrisy be justly | 
laid to our charge, and we will trust i Sean | 


through tear of giving offence. 
or die as_ men. 


with God. 


; We cannot refrain in this place from expres- 
sing our unqualified approbation of the stand 
taken by our brother in the faith, H. Fitz, Edi- 
We wi 
attempt a description of it, but for the Pg 
tion of every honest believer, we insert the pros 
pectus ofthe sixth volume of that invaluable nrg 


tor of the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 


PROSPECT?iITA. 
On commencing the Sixth Volume of the 


GosreL HERALD, it is proper to say, for tie 
information of those who have not seen the 
prospectus of this Paper, heretoiure published, 
that this paper is any thing but a sectarian pro- 
duction, “‘ got up” to advance the cause of hu- 
man traditions, deceive the public, wheedle the 
people of their cash, on pretence of saving their 
souls, and pampering a lazy, bypocritical priest- 
hood. The columns of this Paper are open to 
the world. Friends, and foes, if we have any, 
are invited to publish and defead whatever they 
conscientiously believe to be the truth. The 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are 
the only authority we acknowledge; for we 
give human creeds, confessions of faith, etc. to 
the winds. 

We believe in One God, the Father of. our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and, also, the Father ofthe 


great human family ; whom he hath created for 
the exclUsiVe PUL pUse Ul adv ewrwr~s-g -* os 
liness and happiness. We also believe in as 


many Hells and Devils as the Scriptures inform 
us of, and no more! We profess universal and 
unqualified toleration uf religious opinions 5 and 
will march in the ranks with any who will hon- 
estly contend for truth, and oppose in a proper | 
manner every thing under Heaven in the shape 
of clerical pride and imposition ; while we ad- 
vocate the sublime and God-honoring sentiment, 
“ One is your Father who is in Heaven, and 
all ye are brethren.” 


ee 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A limitarian and a universalist not long since, 
were conversing on religious subjects, when the 
former contended for the necessity of repentance 
as a condition of final savation. At length the 
conversation turned upon an outrageous mur- 
der, recently committed in this county. “ Now,” 
said the limitasian, “ supposing that the gun of 
the murderer had missed fire, and the one who 
was murdered had turned upon him in his own 
defence, and had killed the one who kad contem- 
plated the deed, on the spot ; what would have 
been his fate?” “ Why really,” said the uni- 
versalist, being disposed to answer him accord- 
ing to his folly, “J cannot tell for a certainty, 
but probably he would have gone to hell eter- 
nally for want of a good FLINT! 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


_ CHESTER. 
(Continued from page 158. ) 
In less than a year, however, Mr. Win-h- 
| adopted the pl Bee ttt chy “rr eed 
| SG0p plan of close communion : to whi 
his church so f; ice alt aoa a 
I ar practically assented, as to ex- 
clude him for breach of covenant D ing t 
commotion which thi ‘ai wi pig” Bg 
uch this affair produced at Reho- 
both, he took a journey into New-H: i 
, and Vermont ; and on returning poten oy 
cane gry erg he preached +2 the ‘>. 
misoment of the few who attended, When 
Hot Sods hekothe fin tiveddae difisedtine had 
tween him and his church. The result was, 
the council declared that he had left an error 
to embrace the truti ; and the people declared 
the contrary. Accordingly Mr. Winchester 
then joined the Baptist church im Bellingham 
Mass. of which Eider Noah Alden was minis- 
ter. About this time he renounced his Armini- 
an* sentiments, avowed the system of the cele- 
brated Baptist, Dr. Gill, and soon became 
considered one of the most thorough Calvinist 
preachers in the country. 

At the request of his friends in Grafton, he 
remoyed thither early in the year 1772, and 
preached there through the Summer. About 
thirty in the adjoining parts of Grafton, Upton 
and Northbridge, made a profession of religion, 
among whom were Mr. Zephaniah Laithe, af- 
terwardsa Universalist minister, and several 
who became preachers of various denomina- 
faved ts ili; a penitisnid™ about Y miles 


East of Boston, of a scanty population; and 


spent the year 1773, and the former part of 1774, 
and in sundry other places. 

Since the beginning of his ministerial career, 
he had often preached in his native town, and 
with considerable success. His father be- 
came a Baptist, most of the New-Light con- 
gregation followed him; and a Baptist church, 
which still: remains, was at length established at 
Newton, in the vicinity. 

In the autumn of 1774, he set out for the 
Southern States. Arrived at Hepewell, N. J. 
he was inuculated for the small pox; and on 
recovering proceeded to Charleston, S. C. where 
he soon received an invitation from an old and 
respectable Baptist church at Welch Neck, on 
the Great Pee Dee River, about sixty miles 


from Georgetown. Concluding to settle here, 
he returned, after a few months, to Massachu- 


setts for his wife. It was not, however, till the 
next October, (1775) that they were ready to 
begin their removal ; and when they reached 
Fairfax County in Virginia, Mrs. Winchester 
was obliged to stop on account ofill health.— 
Leaving her in the care of a friend, he pro- 





*His sertiments were, I think, those of the ancient 
rather than modern Armmians, which was at that 
time the case with a large number of the Baptist 





churches in the country. 
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ceeded, and sp 
but retarned, the next ; 
lady and conduct her to their home. 
in her grave. no 
" aon of going back to South | Carolina, . 
he had designed, he continued his ula : 
New England; and during the summer § a 
lied atthe First Baptist church in went 
“a Rev. Dr. Stillman, who was at Phila e. an 
Sometime in the summer, he married Miss — 
Peck of Rehoboth ; and in the fall set out wi 


? . 

i e0- 

releh Neck. His return to his p 

her for Weleh i svar alte 


ty were balbersed, WAR A YANG wee AVEEDe VV Sam 
chester. In less than a year she died ; and he 
himself was soon afterwards seized with a fever 
that brought him to the verge of the grave.— 
Mr. Winchester says, that till this affliction he 
had felt longings for popular applause ; but that 
now, to use his own words, he was crucified to 
it forever. In the beginning of the year 1778, 
he married his third wile, Sally Luke, a wo- 
man of an excellent temper, for whom ke ap- 
pears to have entertained great affection. : 
We are now arrived at that period when his 
attention was first drawn to the subject of Uni- 
versalism. Early in 1778, a friend on whom 
he called, shewed him “ The Everlasting Gos- 
pel,” a small book by Paul Seigvolk, and re- 
quested to be informed what the author meant. 
Winchester, by looking into it here and there, 
soon perceived that its design was to prove, 
what was entirely new to him, the final salva- 
arguments that hé glanced over, ‘the PHAR PME 
cided that the scheme could not be true, laid the 
book aside, and determined to think no more of 
the subject. Still, however, it would at times 
court bis attention, He spent the following 
summer travelling and preaching in Virginia ; 
where happening to mention the matter to a 
minister, he was told that the doctrine had been 
the subject of a controversy in the public pa- 
pers, between a gentleman of the law who de- 
nied the eternity of punishment, and a clergy- 
man who defended it. Providence appears to 
have resolved that he should not forget the sub- 
ject; for he also heard, while here, that an 
Episcopalian clergyman had a few years be- 
fore, openly avowed Universalism, and preach- 
ed it to his astonished people for two successive 
Sabbaths, when it pleased God, by a sudden 
sickness, to remove him from his earthly labors, 
or as it was commonly termed, to cut him off 
Srom the earth. 
Having passed the summer in Virginia, prea- 
ching to good acceptance, Mr. Winchester re- 
turned in the fall to his people at Welsh Neck. 


his ministry. He preach- 
a zeal and singleness of 
motive that could not fail of effect. A revival 
commenced, and ina few months about 140 
whites were added to his church. He address- 
ed himself also to the poor blacks 3 his known 
opposition to slavery recommended him fem 
favorable attention, and before the next e-8 
(1779) one hundred of them were baptisec — 
& This,” says he, “ was a sucrmer om suc- 
cess, and I shall remember %t ye pleasure 
while I live.” His prayers and exhortations, 


however, had, in their fervor, far exceeded the 
Siaaiiens ~¢t fCalwinicm, ta which he had 


strictly confined himself for seven years.  Be- 
fore he was aware, he was preaching a general 
provision, and a universal call ; the very sen- 
timent which he had formerly renounced, for 
that of Dr. Gill; and he actually made such 
progress in the doctrine of salvation as to be 
fully persuaded that the number of the saved 
would equal, if not exceed, that of the lust.— 
This belief he not unly avowed in private, but 
proclaimed with joy to his crowded congrega- 
tions, which usualty consisted of nearly a thov- 
sand. But though some of the arguments he 
had seen in Seigvolk’s book, presented them- 
selves, at times, with a force that he could scarce- 
ly withstand, such was his timidity that he 
would not yet willingly allow himself the liberty 
even of thinking on the subject of Universal 
Salvation. 

Wishing to visit his native place, he engaged 


the Rev. Mr. Botsford to take the pastoral care 
V8 68> weeees cre at WY CISED IVECK, during Dis ab- 


sence; and in September, (1779) began his 
journey to New-England. Travelling slowly 
through the continent, and preaching as he 
went, he had many opportunities of conversing 
with ministers of different denominations ; and 
often proposed to them the arguments he had 
seen in favor of Universalism, which, to his 
surprize, he Sound them generally unable to cor- 
trovert. He still thought himself an opposer of 
the doctrine, and sometimes preached against 
it with a desperation proportioned to his fear of 
being overcome by it. He arrived in New- 
England the latter part of autumn, where he 
travelled extensively and preached with much 

applausy and considerable success, for about 
nine months. In spite of his resolution, the 
truth was steadily gaining on his mind, and not 

unfrequently transported him, when engaged in 

conVersation, to state its evidences so plainly 

as to convince his company beyond recovery, 

and to strengthen the impressions on his owl 

mind which he meant to resist. 

Early in the autumn of 1780, he set off with 





ent the winter at Welsh Neck; 


il, (1776) to see his 
April, (1776) Aeagiors 
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Hete a bitter cup of sorrow that he had twice 
drained, awaited him: his wife sickened and 
died. Amidst a consuming pain of ten or ele- 
ven days, her mind rose to a bigh state of devo- 
tional joy ; and her example and conversation 
served to abstract her husband from the com- 
mon objects of life, and to concentrate all his 





the intention of returning to South Carolina.— 
On his way, he tarried awhile on a visit at 
Pawling’s Precinct, near the eastern boundary 
of the State of New-York, where the subject 
that now engrossed much of his attention, was 
frequently the topic of conyersation. Of the 
family of the Rey. Mr. Waldo, with whom hr 
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resided, one became fully convinced of the final 
salvation of all mankind ; and several religious 
people who were present, were overheard re- 
gretting that they had inquired so far into the 
subject, as they could not resist the arguments 
he had proposed. 

Thus, converting others, and @alf a convert 
himself, he arrived at Philadelphia, on the 7th 
of October. He intended to have left the city 
ina few days; but Providence had designed 
that he should here enter on a new sphere of 
action, and devote his influence and talents to a 
cause, which, notwithstanding the bitterness of 
bigotry and the obstinacy ef prejudice, is the 
desire of all nations, and the only justincation 
of the ways of God to man. 

The Baptist Church in this city, being desti- 
tute of a minister, requested him to stay and 


| Bible, when, though he wished a longer oppor- 
| tunity for consideration, he became so well con- 
| Vinced of the truth of the doctrine as to know it 
| his duty by no means to deny it. His determi- 

nation was now formed in clear prospect of the 

loss of his numerous circle of friends, his sup- 
| port, his fame, and his character ; and he pre- 
| pared himself for the sacrifice when the trial 
|should come. His manner of preaching re- 
mained much the same as heretofore, holding 
forth the death of Christ and salvation for ian- 
kind in general terms, without specifying a be- 
lief in Universal Restoration. This was. suffi- 


ciently liberal to give offence to some, who came 
NO wore tO teas trims. Ter chen deatens pene -#F..5 


uary, (1781) a number of his church members 
met him at a friend’s house to be certified whe- 





preach vith them, and he at length consented. 
Much excitement was produced by his labors ; 
great additions were made to the church ; his | 
congregation grew too large for the meeting | 
house, so that his friends procured the use of | 
St. Paul’s, the Episcopal church, the largest in | 
the city, which was immediately filled to over- 
flowing ; and most of the clergy, of all denom- 
inations, embraced every opportunity to hear 
him. 

Amidst this tide of success and popularity, 
while all appeared to approve, he himself was | 
far from being satisfied. Anxious to inquire | 
into the new doctrine, of which le had seen but 
a glimpse, he searched for Seigvolk’s book in 
order to give it a thorough reading. It was 
sometime befire he eame acr Se ° 
meanwhile, a friend put into its iand! Stolle® 
house on the “ Restitutivn of All Things.”— 
This he read with care, and was so far convin- 
ced by its proofs, that with his characteristic 
frankness and simplicity, he began to indulge 
himself, among his friends, in ex pressing a hope 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
God would gather together all things in Christ. 
When asked with surprise, whether he believed 
this, he repeated that he could not but hope it. 
This soon came to the ears of a minister, his 
paiticular friend; and as friendship, when 
soured by sectarian prejudice, generally proves 
the most ruthless enmity, his friend, meeting 

him in the street, broke abruptly upon him with 
the report he had heard, and parted from him 
by saying, “ If you embrace this sentiment, I 
shall no longer own you for a brother ; a dec- 
laration that he maintained with the dogged 
obstinacy of his sect, never speaking to him 
afterwards, and refusing to shake hands when 
met. 
Winchester instamtly saw the convulsion that 
was approaching, and felt the necessity of as- 
certaining whether Universalism was the doc- 
trine of the scriptures, that so he might decide 
in his own mind, whether to defend or renounce 
it. For this purpose he confined himself tu his 
chamber, except on Sundays, and spent about a 











ther the report concerning his sentiments was 
true. He acknowledged his faith; and the re- 
sult of the conference was, that he should not 
preach Universalism, nor introduce it in private 
conversation unless attacked or requested 5 and 
that they, on their part, should not mention the 
matter to his disadvantage, but endeavor to 
keep it close. But before they parted for the 
evening, some of his brethren wished to know 
the reasons for his belief; and after some de- 
bate among themselves, it was agreed that he 
might read to them such passages of scripture 
as he pleased, but without a word of comment. 
He did so, and several of them were convinced. 

From this time to the end of March, the fer- 
mentation of the public mind continually in- 
creased. Many came to converse with Mr. Win- 
Shfstaeee uthe. doctrine of,.Restoratiqn : some 


‘till difference of opinion among tne members of 


the church grew to the rancor of party spini. 
To be continued. 





FROM TRE RELIGIOUS INQUIPES. 

PRACTICAL GODLINESS. 
After all that has been said concerning creeds 
and professions of faith, after the long contro- 
versies about orthodoxy and heterodoxy, after 
all the blood and fire and murder «i persecu- 
tion, christianity is merely a splendid and illu- 
sive dream, unless it free the heart from the 
dominion of bad passions, or the indulgence of 
evil thoughts, and make the life hovy, harmless 
and full of active benevolence. When this is 
the case, when your heart testifies to the purify- 
ing influence of religion, and your life shows 
that the commands of God are not grevious, 
should every church on earth exclude you from 
its communion, and every profess ng christian 
denominate you a heretic, an infidel, a repro- 
bate, you may know that you are a disciple of 
Jesus, that God is your witness anu that your 
record is in the heavens. Under such trials, 
you can solace your desponding heart with the 
counsel of your Master, and remember you but 
drink of his cup avd share in his reproach.— 
Blessed are ye when men shall hate yon, and 





month in prayer and careful examination of the 


when they shall separate you from their cory 
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and shall reproach you, and cast out 


any; 
r Son of man’s sake. 


your name as evil, for the " 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy 5 for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven. But 
should your heart be cold, and your life immor- 
al, and you disposed to exclude from the pro- 
tection of God all whu would not acknowledge 
the correctness of your faith, or worship your 
Diana, though every church on earth might re- 
ceive you with open arms, and consider you 
orthodox and evangelical in the best sense of 
the terms, you would be a grace-hardened 
wretch, in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity. Should troubles thicken and ca- 


Inenision (-Miepom yeuy the eppetiaduus ur tle 
dox and evangelical would not sustain your 
fainting hearts, nor prevent the viper conscience 
from gnawing your souls. 

We hence discover that godliness is profita- 
ble in all seasons, and that the testimony of an 
approving heart is better than the plaudit of an 
assembled world. Pure religion, which lives 
in the soul as sun-light in the sky, guards the 
young, the rich and healthful, against intem- 
perate calculations for the future, warns them 


of the short and precarious continuance of 


present enjoyments and makes them estimate 
their possessions, not according tu their number 
or richness, but according to the use they have 
made of them. Christians of this stamp “ date 
not the life which they have run, by the mean 
reckoning of the hours and days, which they 
have breathed. A life spent worthily should 
be measured by a nobler line, by deeds, not 
premavofly talus, “wriose ‘Memsty’ fecdras Hb 
benefit conferred by him on man. They only 
have lived long, who have lived virtuously.” 
But they, who declaim about godliness without 
giving hand or heart for its promotion, who rail 
against others more righteous than themselves 
and who claim all the learning and religion on 
earth, are the greatest detriment to the cause of 
virtue, and worse members of the community 
than robbers, assassins and cut-throats, as their 
sanctimonious conduct has furnished the motive, 
the mask and the impunity of guilt. Did chris- 
tianity give no stronger evidence of its heavenly 
original than the conduct of such people, it 
should be consigned to eternal.night and oblivi- 
on as the heaviest scourge that has ever darken- 
ed or desolated the earth. But we bless the 
Father of lights that his revelation is not of this 
hypocritical and excivsive cast, but that it is 
fitted to sweeten the temper, expand the intel- 
lect and assimilate man to his Creator; and 
that all, who have felt the power ef divine love 
on their hearts, exhibits its benign, its enno- 
bling influence in their constant and joyful prac- 
tice of godliness. It is equally apparent that 
the haughty, those who trust in themselves that 
they are righteous and despise others, are total- 
ly unwilling to submit to gospel discipline, tho’ 
they claim to be the onlv saints on earth, the 
peculiar favorites of God. Such people, as 


they are ever ready to persecute Christ’s true 
followers, would be just as eager to put him to 
death, as the chief priests and elders, were he 
now on earth, for they are exasperated by good- 
ness, as it manifests their character in strong 


contrast. 


MR. WHITFIELD’S CONFESSION. 

“ T came,” says he, “soon into the world, I 
have carried high sail, whilst ranning through a 
torrent of popularity and contempt; and by 
this means have been sometimes in danger of 
oversetting. I know that I am a man of like 


passions with others, and consequently may 
have utstaken nawre for yrace, imagination for 


revelation, and the fire of my own temper for 
the pure and sacred flame of holy zeal, which 
cometh from God’s altar. Alas! alas! in how 
many things have I acted wrong! I have been 
too rash and hasty in giving characters both of 
places and persoas. I have too often made 
impressions without the written word, my rule 
of action. Being fond of scriptural language, 
I have often used a style too apostolical ; and 
at the same time I have been too bitter in my 
zeal. Wild fire has been mixed with it, and I 
find I have frequently written and spoken in 
my own spirit, when f thought I was writing 
and speaking entirely with | the assistance 
of the spirit of God.”—-Whitfield’s Works, 
Vol. 4. 
How many distinguished preachers might 
honestly make such a humbling confession in 
review of their lives and doctrine, and in the full 


waren H ‘p native wae open to 
fie? rst that t ber great Judge and Rewarder. 


Taught by Whitfield’s iashness and repentance, 
each teacher should re-examine the motives of 
his conduct, the authenticity of his doctrine and 
its practical influence on himself and his peo. 
ple, lest, in the close of bis days, he might have 
bitter and unavailing sorrow for the course he 
had taken. Should you be faithful to yourself, 
and preach a doctrine that purifies and warms 
your own heart, you will be likely to profit o- 
thers; but should your teaching inspire your 
soul with no additional horror of sin or love of 
virtue, though you might charm the ear and oc- 
casionally fill the eye with penitential tears, 
you will not advantage those you attempt to 
instruct, but have reason to lament your wasted 
days, perverted talents and exquisite grief for 
unfaithfulness to God and man. 








SUICIDE PREVENTED. 
An Interesting Narrative. Translated fromthe 
Italian for the Salem Observer. 
Mr. meeting unexpectedly one day his 
dear and intimate friend, with a distressed coun- 
tenance, inquired of him, with much solicitude, 
what could have occasioned it? The friend, 
at first refused to answer him, but at length, af- 
ter much importunity, he said, that he was com- 
pletely weary of his life, and that he had resol- 
ved at once to terminate his days. This friend. 
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struck with surprise, after a short pause, re- 
flecting upon the primary good dispositions of 
human nature, and upon some other particular 
circumstances, demanded of him, the directions 
for the funeral, requesting also, that he would 
tell him how much money he had in his purse. 
He replied, that he was now richer both in gold 
and silver than he had ever been before. His 
philosophical friend then said, that such a sum 
of money would soon be useless to him, but 
thut he knew some deserving persons to whom 
it would be a great relief, beseeching him that 
he would, as the last favor, immediately go 
with him and present to them the money with 
his own hands before he died. After much en- 
treaty he consented, and they entered a cham- 
ber every part of which indicated misery and 
affliction. They beheld a man surrounded by 
a numerous family, all occupied in various la- 
bors; but it was too apparent, that their indus- 
try in vain exerted itself to repel their extreme 
misery. The money is distribated among them. 
Oh! who can give an adequate idea of the 
humble gratitude of these miserable people, 
who on their knees embraced the garment and 


“A clergyman in Massachusetts, who had 
been the instrument of raising a stir in his vi- 
cinity, held that a willingness to be damned 
was a mark of conversion, and a ground of 
hope through grace. A certain young woman, 
who had been much alarmed, was in great 
distress for the want of this token. At length, 
however, she brought her tongue to confess, 
that ifit were God’s will, she lioped that she 
was thus willing to suffer for his glory. A 
certain deist was present at this interview, and 
requested to ask the young woman three ques- 
tions with leave of the clergyman. The ques- 
tions were—Are you willing to be saved? Yes. 
Are you willing to be finally lost? Why. if it 
should be for God’s glory, I hope I am. Well, 
if you are willing to be lost, what occasions your 
distress? The clergyman was at a complete 
novplus, and the young woman finally escaped 
from the snare of this fowler.” 

I vouch not forthe truth of the above, nor 
am I sure of relating it verbatim. If it do not 
however, carry weight of argument sufficient to 
put the senseless dogma of a willingness to be 


damned out of countenance, I am most egre- 


hand of their benefactor ; or, who can express | giously deceived. 


the tender and unusual pleasure that penetrates 
his heart? Behold them in one group! Instead 
of speaking they weep together. Embracing 


A HINT TO THE PEOPLE. 
“The asses which thou wentest to seek ‘are 


his iriend, he, who a short time before had de- found ; and lo, thy father hath left the care 
termined to destroy himself, cries, I will live, | 9f the asses, and sorroweth for you saying, 


and every day by relieving the distressed, I will 
taste the luxury of doing good. 


What shall I do for my son?” 1 Sam.x. 1. 
No reasonable man can wonder at the sorrow- 


The above story shows the good influence of | ing of Kish, the father of Saul, for his son’; for he 


active benevolence on them who dispense and 
them who receive, and evidences thé power of 


virtue in preventing the commission of suicide. 
Were such means generally adopted to cheer 
and strengthen the despondent, many lives 
might unquestionably be saved, much sorrow 
prevented, and those who suffer from poverty 
or weariness of existence, taught to render 
thanksgiving to Ged, and to serve him with 


faithfulness and joy. If any one have a friend 
or an acquaintance in the condition avove de- 
scribed, let him employ similar means of resto- 
ration, and we are sure, with the blessing of 
God on his benevolent efforts, the prayer of his 
soul will be answered. As it is the very nature 
of goodness to communicate felicity to the ex- 
tent of its ability, and as in blessing it is bless- 
ed, nothing can be more grateful than the effec- 
tvation of good, or the prevention of evil, and 
in such a cause every soul, that loves God, or 
has felt the strength and fervency of the Re- 
deemer’s compassion, must be deeply engaged. 
Jesus spent his life in doing good, and resigned 
his spirit with a prayer for his crucifiers. Go, 
and do thou likewise. 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


WILLINGNESS TO BE DAMNED. 
Mr. Editor.—An article in the last Inquirer 
brought to mind the following anecdote, which 
is at your service : 





cared more for his son than, forthe assgs.mhigh 
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had gone in pursuit of the beasts, excited his 


fears. 
says the reader; for the asses were found, and 


Saul returned in safety to his careful father. 


And this is the whole of the matter, 


It would, perhaps, be bordering upen impi- 


ety, to say of any part of the Bible, that it can- 
not furnish a profitable moral, and be recited 


for instruction and edification. Kish, Saul’s 
father, was properly exercised in his solicitude 
for the safety and well-being of his asses.— 
The relation of things, and the circunistances 
of the case, show the degrees of propriety, and 
the father, when his son’s long absence au- 
thorized fears for his safety, cared more for his 
son than for the asses, which first caused his 
anxiety. 

We draw no comparisons. Our aimis to draw 
good moral from our motto. Should envious 
men force an application of the words,to the disc- 
redit of any one, we are innocent. When Kish 
left caring for the asses they were found; and 
the son was supposed to be lost in their stead. 
Therefore the careful man, Kish, was sorrowful 
for one whom he believed to be a subject of 
sorrow. © thatmodern careful persons imita- 
ted Kish, the father of Saul. 

How careful are many in our day of clergy- 
men! Great exertions are made tobenefit them, 


while they are in safety, secure from all the ills 
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that poverty is heir to. How many widows, 
fatherless, orphans, and variously circumstan- 
ced unfortunate and necessitious persons, aré 
groaning beneath the weight of complicated 
woes, for whom no care is cherished! How la- 
mentable the delusion, which will steel the 
heart against poor relatives, and awaken soli- 
citude for the gratification of the pride ef those 
who live in the midst of abundance! How dif- 
ferent was the conduct of Kish! When the as- 
ses were found, he left caring for them, and all 
his sorrow was for hisson; saying, “ What shall 
Ido for my son ?” O that men were wise, that 
they understood this, that they would consider 
the helpless, and say, What shall J do for tne 
sufferers ? 


GLAD TIDINGS. 

“ The Committee of the (N. Y.) Legislature 
appointed on the Lebanon, Madison County, 
petition, have reported that the superintendent 
of common schools has no authority, by law, 
officially to recommend Tracts to their schools ; 
nor to order the school celebratioas which he 
did. Of course, all he has done as an instru- 
ment in the hands ofthe clergy, was an usnr- 
pation of authority and power. So that the 
ambitious clergy of that state are again all back 
in these, their snaky, underhanded designs on 
school funds, and the Tract instructions for 
youth, at present. Atleast they cannot make 
an instrument of the secretary of state, and su- 
perintendent of common schools, to effect their 
ambitious purposes. 


he becomes a hero by universal consent, and 
his life is gazed at as a blaze of glory—and this 
from man ; from the very beings he has tor- 
mented. If devils were the dispensers of fame, 
we would not wonder that murderers should 
stand first on the list; but that man should de- 
cree honor to the destroyer of man, is a caprice 
in our nature not easily explained. It is at least 
peculiar to our race ; and in the search that has 
been made for a decisive distinguishing line bea 
tween the human and the biute création, it 
might have been resorted to, and man defined to 
be an animal which worships his destroyer. 





$6 If all men are not to be saved, why should 
God judge all men in righteousness bv Jesus 
Christ ? Why should the prophet call upon all 
to rejoice, because God will judge the world; 
and declare, that the world also shall be estab- 
lished that it shall not be moved? And John 
declare, * All nations shall come and worship 
before thee ; for thy judgments are made mani- 
fest?” “Zion shall be redeemed with judg- 
ment, and her converts with righteousness,” is 
the declaration of God’s prophet.” 


A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you; and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I 
will give you a heart of flesh.— Ezekiel. 


— 
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j wine prarse to thy mame, Oo thou mos Breh. 














wed! Apeasil (ey BLgelain to Europe this sig- 
cess? Or will they hush up this defeat of the 
clergy in their attempt to establish a Religion 
by law ?”—Eaple. 





The Universalist Society in Hopbottom, Sus- 
quehanna Co. (Pa.) are building a commedious 
House of worship, and have progressed so far 
as to have the building covered, and contem- 
plate its completion the ensuing summer. They 
give a praiseworthy evidence of a good spirit, 
by a resolve that their house shall be opened 
to Christians of all denominations, when not 
used by themselves. 

PROBLEM. 

Extract.—Let the philosopher inquire, and 
if he can, determine why it is, that while mili- 
tary and political eminence impress the worid 
with profound respect, nay with a sort of rever- 
ential affection, the virtues which endear a man 
to friendship, which are the sources of domestic 
happiness, which elevate, purify and adorn our 
nature; which flow in a constant but tranquil 
stream of general utility, obtain but a feeble ap- 

plause and reluctant praise. The destroyer of 
the human race erects for himse!f a reputation 
extensive, lasting, splendid ; and, if no sinister 
tnisfortune arrests his career ; if he prosecutes his 
Sanguinary course to the end without stumbling 
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MADNESS. 
By Rev. Thomas Penrose. 


Who's this wretch with horror wild ?— 
Tis Devotion’s ruin’d child— 
_ Sunk in the emphasis of grief, 
Nor can he feel, nor dares he ask relief. 


Thou fair religion! wast design’d, 
Juteous daughter of the skies, 

To warm and cheer the human mind. 
To make men happy, good, and wise ; 
To point, were sits in love arrayed, 
Attentive to each suppliant call, 

The God of universal aid, 

The God and Father of us all. 


First shown by thee, thus glow’d the gracious scene, 
Tili Superstition, fiend of woe, 

Bade doubt to rise, and tears to flow, 

And spread deepshades our view and heaven between 
Drawn by her peneil, the Creator stands, 

(His beams of mercy thrown aside) 

With thuader arming his uplifted hands, 

And hurling vengeance wide. 

Hope, at the frown aghast, yet lingering, flies, 


And, dash’d on Terror’s rocks, Faith’s best depen- 


dance lies. 
EE 
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